Complications after elective splenectomy in children.
Elective splenectomies performed in children aged 0-14 during the period 1968 to 1977 have been reviewed. One hundred and twelve children were splenectomized during the period studied. The indication for splenectomy was usually a haematological disorder e.g. hereditary spherocytosis or idiopathic thrombocytopenia. As splenectomized children run the risk of developing overwhelming sepsis, inquiries have been sent to all children. Two cases of nonfatal pneumococcal septicaemia are reported. Although the incidence of septicaemia is low, spleensaving operations are to be preferred where possible. When splenectomy is performed, pneumococcal antibodies should be determined. If a low titre is found, polyvalent pneumococcal vaccine should be used.